
Carthage Public Library     August 14, 2017 

 

President John Dittmer called the meeting to order at 4:35pm.  Trustees present 

were Donna Tracy, J.R. Parn, Angie Perry, and Director Amy Gee.  Andy Bastert 

entered the meeting at 4:45pm.  Michelle Bavery and David Zanolla were absent.   

 

J.R. moved to accept the minutes of the July 10, 2017 meeting.  Donna voiced a 

second and the motion passed.  

Reports 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Amy circulated corrected financial reports showing a change in the IMRF due to 

the addition of Kathryn Johnson.  38% expenditure of the Materials:Periodicals  

line represents annual magazine subscriptions being contracted with a broker.  

 

Director’s Report:  The summer reading program concluded with a family picnic 

at WOW Park.  WIU assistant professor presented “Anticipating the Eclipse” on 

Saturday with a standing room only attendance of 75+ children and adults. All 

1,000 protective glasses have been distributed.  Attendees enjoyed the program. 

 

” ABC of Medicare” will be presented by Medicare Educational Programming 

Opportunities on Wednesday, September 20 with special interest to persons 

eligible for Medicare.  Other programs will be discussed with the attendees.   

 

The Workforce Investment candidate did not work well for the needs of the library. 

 

The Otis repairman has made three trips to repair the elevator with no success.  

Consequently the elevator is used for cargo only 

 

Friends Report:  A Spelling Bee will be held in the spring with the Friends 

leadership.   

 

***The meeting was interrupted to provide a telephone conference call with Mark 

Misselhorn of apaceDesign Architects + Engineers of Peoria.  

 

Briefly Mark clarified the two options he proposes to study:   

 #1 addition/renovation of the existing library   #2 a new building on a new site.  

Services would be on an hourly basis with estimated maximum of $10,000.00. 

Other reimbursable expenses would include travel, postage & printed documents.   

 

For new construction Mark recommends a 12,000 square footprint on a  

3/4 acre lot, providing  parking area and expansion possibilities.  He estimated 

new construction to cost $180.00 per square foot; $200.00 for a library & 

furnishings.  Estimated cost would increase 3% per year. Mark is ready to begin 

his study and would appreciate Dr. Fred’s report.  The call finished at 5:35pm.    

 

 



 

Treasurer’s Report:  Andy presented the first month’s transaction report and 

banking summary.  The first corporate tax check of $108,831.31 has been  

received.   

Old Business 

 

J.R. Parn explained that for professional reasons he has chosen not to be on the list 

of trustees authorized to sign checks on the library account at First State Bank.  A 

new authorization sheet will be prepared by the bank when the minutes of this 

meeting are presented to the bank.     

 

The new signees will be:  John Dittmer, Andrew Bastert, Angie Perry, Michelle 

Bavery, Donna Tracy and David Zanolla.   

 

New Business 

 

Donna moved to sign the contract with apaceDesign, seconded by J.R.; motion 

passed unanimously.   

 

Amy read a contract between the Hancock County Farm Bureau and the Library 

giving permission to erect a flag pole in Friendship Park, with the agreement that 

the Farm Bureau would remove the flagpole at our request.  Trustees agreed. 

Amy will sign the contract.   

 

There remains $33,731.93 in the unexpended general fund.  Andy moved to add 

the total amount to the building fund.  A second was made by J.R. and the motion 

passed.   

 

Mavis Lantz will not be available to complete an audit for the Library.  John will 

look for other accountants. 

 

Amy asked for an exception to the Public Relations policy to allow a school group 

to paint/decorate the front windows for Homecoming for a small donation.  She 

suggests amending the policy statement to make an exception for labor/services 

provided to the Library.  She was given approval by the Board. 

 

J.R. moved for adjournment, a second was made by Donna.  Motion passed.  

 

Angie Perry, secretary pro tem 

   

 

  

 

The next meeting will be September 11, at 4:30. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 


