
Carthage Public Library     December 11, 2017 
Corrected 

 
President John Dittmer called the meeting to order at 4:35.  Also present were Angie Perry, Andy 

Bastert, Donna Tracy, and Director Amy Gee.  Michelle Bavery, J.R. Parn, and David Zanolla 

were absent. 

 

Two small changes were noted for the minutes of the Nov. 13 meeting.  In the last two 

paragraphs on the first page under unfinished business, the actions mentioned were to take place 

at the December meeting, not November as written.  Donna motioned to accept the minutes as 

amended.  Andy seconded and the motion carried. 

 

For the minutes of the Nov. 29 meeting with Dr. Schlipf and Mark Misselhorn, a correction was 

made to page 3, the 6
th

 paragraph, it was the Community Bank Building that was discussed, not 

the First State Bank.  Angie made a motion to accept the minutes as amended.  Donna seconded 

and the motion carried. 

 

Reports 

There was no treasurer’s report. 

 

Reviewed the financial reports included in the packet.  Amy noted that the Library received a 

$16.92  donation from the Amazon Smile program. 

 

Librarian’s Report:  There was a large crowd for the Christmas Open House.  We made more 

snack mix than last year and still ran out.  Larry Hutchison replaced the rubber flap in the 

downstairs toilet.  The elevator passed the annual State inspection.  Amy purchased new smoke 

detectors with 10 year batteries and a carbon monoxide detector.  Our Tracy Family grant 

application was approved.  We received a $300 memorial for Donald Schilson. 

 

Communications: The mayor gave us a copy of the 2017 TIF district report. 

 

Friends of the Library met Dec. 4.  They are working on plans for a Spelling Bee fundraiser in 

March. 

 

Foundation:  John resubmitted a 501(c)3 application with the correct FEIN number.  Kim has 

been notified that we received the General Not for Profit Corporation Act annual report form 

which needs to be sent to the Secretary of State with a check. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 
Building issues and plans:  We discussed the meeting with Dr. Schlipf and Mark Misselhorn.  

Amy reported that Fred called on Dec. 8 and said he would write a summary statement about his 

findings and conclusions.  At first he suggested writing it on behalf of the Board, as if it were 

their statement.  Amy asked him to write it from his and Mark’s point of view, as coming from 

“the experts.”  The Board concurred. 

 



Amy contacted Matt Bozarth from Advance Physical Therapy.  They have not officially decided 

upon an asking price for their building and land, but it will probably be around $100,000. 

 

We need to prepare a report listing the issues, what steps we have taken so far, and what we have 

learned from our investigations.  Then we need to determine our direction and what our next 

steps should be. 

 

As far as funding, Andy said we would need large benefactors or float a bond issue.  He will do 

some checking into the amount we could reasonably borrow. 

 

At various times we have discussed the fact that the Illini West High School students who live in 

the Dallas City Elementary School District are not served by a public library, and the possibility 

of a referendum to expand our service area.  However since it is not contiguous with our library 

district, we would need to include at least part of the unserved territory between us that is part of 

the Nauvoo school district.  Andy stated that any effort to increase our service area should be 

totally separate from a building campaign. 

 

Amendment to Bylaws:  Although the motion was made in November to amend the bylaws, 

there was discussion about the exact wording.  Some options were included in the Board packet.  

Andy made the motion to amend the bylaws by adding the following sentence to Article II, 

Section 6, “The constituency of the Library is all citizens who live or own property in the 

Carthage Public Library District, which has the same legal boundaries as the Carthage 

Elementary School District 317.”  Donna seconded the motion, vote passed.  Angie pointed out 

that “bylaws” should be written as one word, without a hyphen, so that correction will also be 

made. 

 

PerCapita Grant Requirements:  Andy watched the Steve Albrecht webinar “Trends in Safety 

and Security for Libraries.”  He said that a lot of it was common sense.  The presenter 

emphasized that the code of conduct should be short, sweet, and on the wall.  We did develop 

and post a patron code of conduct in March.  We also have an incident report form.  Mr. Albrecht 

spoke about many libraries having Narcon on hand because of the Opiod epidemic, an AED 

defibrillator, and staff trained in First Aid.  We do not.   

 

None of the Board members had any suggestions for revisions of the PerCapita grant application 

narratives that Amy had written. 

 

Emergency and Disaster Plans:  Discussed the revisions that Amy has made.  The Board 

suggested that the pages be numbered.  We will continue the review at the January meeting. 

It was noted that staff training is important and that we should hold fire drills. 

 

New Business 

 
Sexual Harassment Policy:  Senate Bill 402, Public Act 100-0554 requires every governmental 

unit, including libraries, to adopt an ordinance or resolution establishing a policy to prohibit 

sexual harassment.  We began with a sample policy developed by the Illinois Municipal League, 

and revised it to fit the Library.  There was a brief discussion about the chain of command for 



reporting a problem, as our library does not have department heads.  Our policy will state that it 

should be reported to “The Library Director or a member of the Board of Trustees.”  Since either 

an ordinance or a resolution is allowed, the Board chose to pass a resolution.  Donna made the 

motion that the Board pass a resolution adopting a policy prohibiting sexual harassment.  Andy 

seconded the motions, which passed unanimously:  4 ayes, 0 nays, 3 absent. 

 

Mission Statement:  David and Amy are meeting Dec. 19 to review the library’s mission 

statement and draft a vision statement.  Their ideas will be presented to the Board in January for 

further discussion. 

 

There were no closed sessions, so no minutes to review. 

 

Donna moved for adjournment at 5:40, Andy made the second.  Motion carried. 

 

The next meeting will be Monday, January 8, 2018 at 4:30 pm. 

 

Amy Gee, Director  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


