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Our mission 
statement

Carthage Public Library enhances the quality of  life in 

our community by offering resources, experiences, 

and services for lifelong learning and enjoyment; 

providing the space and opportunities to gather and 

connect; and fostering a love of  reading.

Adopted by the Board of  Trustees

February 12, 2018
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Why build a new library?

• Costs associated with current building

• 8,000 square feet on 2 levels

• Staffing for 2 levels increases operating costs

• Small crowded rooms on both levels

• Elevator not ADA compliant

• $66,000 - $84,000 to modernize (not sufficient; needs replaced)

• 2nd stairway required by code

• Estimated cost of  new elevator, 2nd stairway, remodeling of  2nd floor to usable space is 
$1,196,160 (furnishings not included)

• Matching construction grant available from state for $1,258,862.94
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More 
than 
books…

Community support and gathering place

Technology for the underserved

Exploration, expansion, curiosity, opportunity, learning

Love of reading

Savings for patrons
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A little history…

Mar. 2012 Applied for Public Library Construction Act Grant to renovate 2nd floor 
(approved but not funded; continued to apply annually)

Feb. 2016 Otis elevator mechanism declared obsolete

June 2016 Formed community focus group to consider building options

2017
Consulted with Dr. Fred Schlipf and aPace architectural firm to evaluate options and cost 
effectiveness of various options (see “why build” slide; recommendation was to build new 
library)

2018 Changed construction grant application from renovate to build

Dec. 2019 Notified that grant funding would be available and March 2019 application would be considered 
for funding if all grant documents submitted by March 2020
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Construction grant details

The grant will be finalized and awarded when the following steps are completed
All of the local cost share, currently estimated at 
$1,200,137.06, has been secured and then verified by the 
Illinois State Library

• Have until June 30, 2021, to raise local cost share

A thorough review of the final detailed project budget has 
determined eligible project costs A construction grant contract has been signed

Illinois Public Library Construction Act Program Grant

Grant proposal submitted in March 2020 Received notification on August 10, 2020, that we qualify for maximum award of 
$1,258,862.94
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So what’s the 
plan?
Build a 10,660 square feet one-story easily accessible ADA compliant library including…

• a large program/meeting room that would be available for community groups

• a drive-up book return and pickup window

• two study rooms

• public access computers

• ample comfortable seating and natural light

• up-to-date wiring and technology

• attractive outdoor space for activities and enjoyment of library resources

• off-street parking
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Front of building
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All elevations
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Interior layout
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Exterior layout
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Raising our cost share

• PrairieLand Investment Group donation of  building site

• Fundraising campaign

• Solicitation of  major gifts

• Naming opportunities

• Fundraising events

• Selling bricks and pavers

• Bond referendum in Spring 2021
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Campaign 
gift 
opportunities

Name the new building $1,000,000

Name the program/meeting room $100,000

Name a study room (2) $50,000

Gold level $25,000

Silver level $15,000

Bronze level $10,000
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Individual 
& Family 
donations

$5,000-$9,999 16" x 16" granite brick w/10 lines of text

$2,500-$4,999 12" x 12" granite brick w/9 lines of text

$1,000-$2,499 8" x 8" granite brick w/7lines of text

$500-$999 4' x 8" granite brick w/4 lines of text

$250-$499 8" x 8" brick w/7 lines of text

$100-$249 4" x 8" brick w/4 lines of text

dt 9/2020



Bond Issue
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Bond Issue
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Bond Issue
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Bond Issue

dt 9/2020



What 
happens 
to 
current 
building?

State Historic Preservation Agency requirements 
will be met

Work with economic development and realtors 
to identify potential uses and buyers
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Bond Issue
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Bond Issue
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Bond Issue – informational meetings
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Fond memories

• Some of  the happiest times of  my childhood were at the library. – Carla (Webb) Graham

• The Carthage Library has always been a huge part of  my life. Our family is looking forward 
to sharing our love of  reading for future generations. The Carthage Library will continue to 
be one of  our favorite places! – Tammy Kost

• As I look back over the years, I see often how much libraries were an influence in my life.  I 
am thankful for those first persons who recognized the need for a library in Carthage and 
worked hard to start one. And thanks to all who have supported and used the library all 
these years to make it such a great contribution to our community. – Ruth Fugate

• I suppose some people today would say that we live in the middle of  nowhere, and that 
would certainly be true without our library – but as any lifetime reader would say – thanks to 
a library and a good book, we can be anywhere. – Rod McGaughey

• I grew up in Carthage and my grandmother would take me to the library often. My favorite 
memories were attending the summer activities… I loved the library so much that I became 
a librarian. -- Kristin (Walker) Anderson
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From Amy, our 
director

...the Carthage Public Library’s mission is still to 

enhance the quality of  life in our community and 

to serve the public. We provide a space for 

people to gather and connect, help our patrons 

locate the information they are seeking, and 

provide access to a wide variety of  materials and 

resources. We continue to encourage and 

support literacy, a love of  learning, and lifelong 

learning, and offer programs for children, teens, 

and adults.
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How can 
you 
help?

Donate to CampaignDonate

Volunteer on a committeeVolunteer

Participate in fundraising Participate

Advocate for new libraryAdvocate

Spread the word to family, friends, and organizationsSpread
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“Libraries store the energy that 
fuels the imagination. They open up 
windows to the world and inspire us 
to explore and achieve, and 
contribute to improving our quality 
of  life.”

Sidney Sheldon
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