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Carthage Public Library enhances the quality of life in
our community by offering resources, experiences,
and services for lifelong learning and enjoyment;
providing the space and opportunities to gather and
connect; and fostering a love of reading.

Adopted by the Board of Trustees

February 12, 2018



Wuj build a new worary?

» Costs associated with current building

« 8,000 square feet on 2 levels
« Staffing for 2 levels increases operating costs
+ Small crowded rooms on both levels

* Elevator not ADA compliant
- $66,000 - $84,000 to modernize (not sufficient; needs replaced)

« 2"d stairway required by code

« Estimated cost of new elevator, 2"d stairway, remodeling of 2" floor to usable space is
$1,196,160 (furnishings not included)

« Matching construction grant available from state for $1,258,862.94



Community support and gathering place

lechnology for the underserved

Move,

Exploration, expansion, curiosity, opportunity, learning

Love of reading

avings for patrons



The Library building was closed from March 17 - May 30, 2020 due to the Covid-19 Quarantine.
Library staff worked to add and promote on-line resources. Curbside pickup of materials was offered
beginning May 21 and patrons were able to use our computers in June.,

Our users borrowed 15,422 books, BOOKS ebooks were downloaded 1029 times,

saving $246,401 in book purchases. $10,290 saved by using a library card.
3,749 DVDs, videos & BluRays were m

checked out, a $33,741 value. : 1,017 times and 770 audiobooks
: Wwere downloaded, a $20,091 value.

We borrowed 1997 items from other -
libraries for our patrons, worth $47,928. I“terl-'brary L1 \We loaned 3,719 items to other libraries

for their patrons

Our audio books & music CDs circulated

You used our computers 1,869 times, a
$22,428 value, & our free wifi was used COMPUTERS Children used our early literacy
7,393 times. : i-pads 644 times.

We held 170 library programs (for adults, —The 2020 summer reading program was
teens and children) with 2,052 people PRORAMS primarily on-line. 37 children, 25 teens,
attending, and participated in community events. : and 18 adults registered.

During our patron count, Oct. 14-19, mOur upstairs playroom, program room &
2019, 430 people came into the library, : meeting room were used by other groups
for an average of 72 per day. ; or individuals 73 times. Plus tutors often met with
students downstairs.

Values calculated using the American Library Association’s Library Value Calculator at: http://www.ala.orag/advocacy/library-value-

FY 2019-2020 Year in Review



e Mar 207 Applied for Public Library Construction Act Grant to renovate 2nd floor
e | (approved but not funded; continued to apply annually)
Feb. 2016 Otis elevator mechanism declared obsolete
i June 2016 Formed community focus group to consider building options
Consulted with Dr. Fred Schlipf and aPace architectural firm to evaluate options and cost
1\ 2017 effectiveness of various options (see "why build" slide; recommendation was to build new

ibrary)

K 108

Changed construction grant application from renovate to build

$ Dec. 2019

Notified that grant funding would be available and March 2017 application would be considered
for funding if all grant documents submitted by March 2020

A (iFHle hivtory...




Cortruction grant detaifs

llinois Public Library Construction Act Program brant

Received notification on August 10, 2020, that we qualify for maximum award of

brant proposal submitted in March 2020 11758 86294

The grant will be finalized and awarded when the Tollowing steps are completed

All of the local cost share, currently estimated at

120013706, hes been secured and then verifed by the A thorough review of the final detailed project budget has A rstton gt ot b been i
linois State Library determined eligible project costs

o fave until June 30, 2U/7, to raise local cost share



do whaty the
plan?

Build a 10,660 square feet one-story easily accessible ADA compliant library including..
* 4 large program/meeting room that would be available for community groups

* 3 drive-up book return and pickup window

*  two study rooms

*  public access computers

* ample comfortable seating and natural light

*  up-to-date wiring and technology
* attractive outdoor space for activities and enjoyment of library resources

o off-street parking



Front of building
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Rai/bing, our copt Hhare

* PrairieLand Investment Group donation of building site

* Fundraising campaign
« Solicitation of major gifts
 Naming opportunities
* Fundraising events
« Selling bricks and pavers

* Bond referendum in Spring 2021



Name the new building $1000000

Name the program/meeting room $100,000

C?mrai‘(’n Name a study room (2)
2;'{: ortunities bold level

Silver level

Bronze level




$2500-94.9%9 12" x 12" qranite brick w/7 lines of text

Individval 41000-$7459
& melxj

§200-$799 4" x 8" granite brick w/4 lines of text
donation)
§250-§499 8" x 8 brick w// lines of text

8" x 8" granite brick w//lines of text

4" x 8" brick w/4 lines of text




Bond Wyue

Carthage Public

Library District

Bond Referendum mum s

Information

For more information call the Library, 217-357-3232, email cartlib@mtcnow.net, or
visit website: https://www.carthagepubliclibrary.com/bond-proposition.html

When do
| vote?

Tuesday, April 6th between 6:00 am and 7:00 pm

at your regular polling place.
It will be on the consolidated election ballot for all residents of the
Carthage Public Library District (same boundaries as CESD317).



Bond Wyue

The proposition on the ballot will read as follows:

What is Shall the bonds of the Carthage Public Library District, Hancock
the ballot County, lllinois, in the amount of 51,200,000 be issued for the
purpose of building and equipping a new library facility, constructing
que-"tion? site improvements and furnishing necessary equipment in connection
therewith?

The tax rate will increase by approximately 9.27 cents per hundred
dollars of assessed value.

How will Property taxes are paid on assessed value, which is 1/3 of the market value of
this affect a house, after exemptions. For example 1/3 of a $100,000 house is $33,333—
$6,000 homestead exemption = $27,333 x .000927=525.34.
kmv taxes? The bonds will be paid off over a 19 year period.

For more detailed tax impact estimates visit
https://www.carthagepubliclibrary.com/bond-proposition.html




Bond Wyue

In order to receive the grant funds, the Library must show proof of

fWhat abnuf\ having raised the local cost share by June 30, 2021. Passing the bond
issue would ensure that. The referendum gives the Library District the

fundraisi authority to issue up to $1.2 million in bonds, but they are not re-
MIGEQISInE quired to sell the entire amount. If a significant portion of the needed

\_ efforts? -/ funds are acquired prior to issuing the bonds, the Library can reduce
the amount of bonds sold.

other




Bond Wyue

{‘Vhat ha pperg
if the
referendum
passes?

Grant funds of $1,258,862.94 will be released to the Library.

A new 10,660 sq ft. one-story library building will be constructed at First
and Center Streets, on land donated to the library, with ample green
space and room for future expansion.

The building will be designed as a library with ease of supervision and
patron flow a priority. Features include a drive-up book drop and pick-up
window, more seating, ample electrical outlets, two study rooms, larger
restrooms, and a large meeting room designed for use by the community
even when the library is closed.

As the new building nears completion, the Library will work with real es-
tate agents to find a buyer who will make good use of the current building
and abide by the State Historic Preservation Agency Requirements.



dtate Historic Preservation Aqency requirements
will be met

Work with economic development and realtors
to identify potential uses and buyers




Bond Wyue

K‘What happeré

if the
referendum
fails?

If the bond issue fails and the Library is not able to raise the local cost
share, then the $1,258,862.94 construction grant will be forfeited, and the

new library will not be built.

The library would continue to operate in the current facility. Funds would
need to be spent on maintenance and repair, including replacing air
conditioning systems.

It is unlikely that the Public Library Construction Act Grant program would
be funded again in the near future (the last one was in 2012). The Library
would need to raise over $1.2 million to renovate the current building and
bring it up to code with a new elevator and additional stairway, or raise
the full $2.5 million to build a new library.



Bond Wyue

’(What are thé\
issues with
the current

building?
9 g

Programs and meetings are held upstairs in small rooms, which limits attend-
ance size and accessibility.

The elevator is old and unreliable and is too small to meet ADA
requirements. It needs to be completely replaced including a new shaft.

A second stairway is required to meet code.

The upstairs is currently cooled with inefficient window air conditioners. One
of the air conditioning units for the downstairs needs to be replaced soon.
Renovating the current building would cost more than $1.2 million.

A two story building is more difficult to supervise, requiring additional

staff members and increasing operating costs.



Bond byue — injormational meeting

@ ™)

Informational meetings for the public will be held:
Thurs., Feb. 11 & Thurs., Feb. 25, 4:00 pm, Fortress Bank meeting room, 433 Main, Carthage, IL.

Tuesday, March 9, 6:00 pm, First Baptist Church multi-purpose room, 601 Main St., Carthage, IL J
\_




Fond memories

 Some of the happiest times of my childhood were at the library. — Carla (Webb) Graham

 The Carthage Library has always been a huge part of my life. Our family is looking forward
to sharing our love of reading for future generations. The Carthage Library will continue to
be one of our favorite places! - Tammy Kost

* As | look back over the years, | see often how much libraries were an influence in my life. |
am thankful for those first persons who recognized the need for a library in Carthage and
worked hard to start one. And thanks to all who have supported and used the library all
these years to make it such a great contribution to our community. - Ruth Fugate

» | suppose some people today would say that we live in the middle of nhowhere, and that
would certainly be true without our library — but as any lifetime reader would say - thanks to
a library and a good book, we can be anywhere. - Rod McGaughey

* | grew up in Carthage and my grandmother would take me to the library often. My favorite
memories were attending the summer activities... | loved the library so much that | became
a librarian. -- Kristin (Walker) Anderson



...the Carthage Public Library’s mission is still to
enhance the quality of life in our community and
to serve the public. We provide a space for
people to gather and connect, help our patrons
locate the information they are seeking, and
provide access to a wide variety of materials and
resources. We continue to encourage and
support literacy, a love of learning, and lifelong
learning, and offer programs for children, teens,
and adults.




Donate to Campaign

Volunteer on a committee

Participate in fundraising

Advocate for new library

Spread the word to family, friends, and organizations




“Libraries store the energy that
fuels the imagination. They open up
windows to the world and inspire us
to explore and achieve, and
contribute to improving our quality
of life.”

Sidney Sheldon






http://thoughtsontheatre.wordpress.com/2012/09/19/books-arent-just-for-reading-anymore/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

